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Gender in World History

Review of the first edition:

‘A comparative history of immense ambition . . . [It] will be profitably
consulted by gender historians. It successfully demonstrates that gender is a
historical construct that is rebuilt by each generation and varies from culture
to culture.’ Journal of Contemporary History

Covering societies from classical times to the twenty-first century, Gender in
World History is a fascinating exploration of what happens to established ideas
about men and women, and their roles, when different cultural systems come
into contact. This book breaks new ground to facilitate a consistent approach
to gender in a world history context.

This second edition is completely updated, including:

• expanded introductions to each chronological section
• extensive discussion of the contemporary era bringing it right up to date
• new chapters on international influences in the first half of the twentieth

century and globalization in the latter part of the twentieth century
• engagement with the recent work done on gender history and theory.

Coming right up to the present day, Gender in World History is essential reading
for students of world history.

Peter N. Stearns is Provost and Professor of History at George Mason
University. His books include The Other Side of Western Civilization (5th edition,
1999), Childhood in World History (Routledge, 2005) and Consumerism in World
History (2nd edition, Routlege, 2006).



Themes in World History
Series editor: Peter N. Stearns

The Themes in World History series offers focused treatment of a range of human
experiences and institutions in the world history context. The purpose is to provide
serious, if brief, discussions of important topics as additions to textbook coverage
and document collections. The treatments will allow students to probe particular
facets of the human story in greater depth than textbook coverage allows, and to
gain a fuller sense of historians’ analytical methods and debates in the process. Each
topic is handled over time – allowing discussions of changes and continuities. Each
topic is assessed in terms of a range of different societies and religions – allowing
comparisons of relevant similarities and differences. Each book in the series helps
readers deal with world history in action, evaluating global contexts as they work
through some of the key components of human society and human life.
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