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Frontmatter
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Credits
The following people have contributed to this encyclopedia:

Carl F. Kelley 

Seige of Kozuki entry

W. G. Sheftall (sheftall at ia.inf.shizuoka.ac.jp)

Imperial Way Faction entry

February 26th Revolt entry

Wikipedia (www.wikipedia.org)

Several  pages  are  included  (and  possibly  modified)  from  the  content  available  at
www.wikipedia.org. These include:

Kofun, Kotoamatsukami, Meiji, Nagasaki, Bombing of, Nagasaki City, Sengoku Period, 

Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895), Tokugawa Ieyasu, , Nengo, 

History
This encyclopedia started as a web site back in 1998. As I added more and more pages, the
limitations of html for a large project began to show, so in late 2000 I switched everything
over to LaTeX.  With  the 0.3.3 release,  the format  has again changed – this  time to the
OpenOffice.org XML-based format.

This work was originally published under the Open Content License but I republished it un-
der the GNU Free Documentation License in March 2001. Please see the copyright section
and the GNU License at the back of the book for more details.

0.3.2

This encyclopedia now has three entries, provided by two new contributors. Yeah! Tremen-
dous thanks to Carl F. Kelley and W. G. Sheftall. See the Credits section for more info.

I've added basic info on all of the old provinces and dates for a lot of entries, especially
many of the emperors.

Lots of other good stuff. See the section Changes for a complete list of all the files that have
changed between 0.3.1 and 0.3.2.

About

Please direct questions, bug reports (factual mistakes in the text, for example), or sugges-
tions concerning this work to Chris Spackman (spackman@openhistory.org). Please specify
which version of the work you are using. The newest version will always be available at
www.openhistory.org.

This encyclopedia is continually under development and anyone is welcome to contribute.
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History

Note on Dates (Important! Please READ THIS!!)

Some  of  the  sources  from  which  this  encyclopedia  is  compiled  are  Japanese  and  use
Japanese dates for events. Unfortunately, the Japanese used a less-than-perfect lunar calen-
dar until the 1870s. As a result, the dates listed for events from more than about 130 years
ago can seem misleading when compared with dates for the same event from an American
or other `Western' source. So, for example, Bryant (and probably everyone else in America)
lists the Battle of Sekigahara as taking place in October while Japanese sources say that it
took place in September. In time I hope to have both dates listed, but that is not going to
happen soon.

As a convenience,  I  have converted  phrases like “fifth day of the  second month” to “5
February''.

Sources

Currently, I have compiled this encyclopedia mostly from:

Janet Hunter's  Encyclopedia of Modern History [hunter_1984] for people and events from
modern history.

Stephen Turnbull's Samurai Sourcebook [turnbull_1998] for the Sengoku Period and samu-
rai in general.

The Samurai Archives homepage at:  http://www.angelfire.com/realm/kitsuno01/index.html
A great site with lots of information about samurai and the Sengoku Period.

E. Papinot's Historical and Geographical Dictionary of Japan [papinot_1972] is a bit dated
but has wonderfully detailed information on topics that tend to get ignored these days.

Wikipedia: 

Most if not all of the data for prefecture entries is from Noritaka Yagasaki's Japan: Geo-
graphical Perspectives on an Island Nation [yagasaki_1997].

There are several very helpful tables at the back of New Nelson's Kanji Encyclopedia, which
I have used to double and triple check a lot of the data about nengo and emperors.

This is not meant to be a comprehensive list.

Changes

0.3.2 to 0.3.3

Aside from changing the whole thing to  OpenOffice.org / Star [Office | Suite] format and
adding a whole lot of hyperlinks, the following entries were added or modified.

Changed:

Abe Iso, Abe Nobuyuki, Adachi Kenzo, Anarchism, Arahata Kanson, Araki Sadao, Asano
Shoichiro, Ashida Hitoshi, Ashikaga Takauji

Constitution of 1946, Currency

Dejima

Gomizuno-tenno, Goto Shinpei, Goto Shojiro
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History

Hamaguchi Osachi, Hara Kei, Hatoyama Ichiro, Hayashi Senjuro, Hayashi Tadasu, Hiranu-
ma Kiichiro, Hirota Koki, Hosokawa Akiuji, Hosokawa Jozen, Hosokawa Katsumoto, Hotta
Masatoshi

Ihara Saikaku, Inoue Junnosuke, Inoue Kaoru, Inoue Kowashi, Inukai Tsuyoshi, Ishida Mit-
sunari, Ishiyama Hongan-ji, Itagaki Taisuke, Ito Hirobumi, Iwakura Tomomi

Kataoka Kenkichi, Katayama Sen, Katayama Tetsu, Kato Hiroyuki, Kato Takaaki, Kato To-
mosaburo,  Katsura  Taro,  Kenrokuen,  Kido  Koichi,  Kido  Koin,  Kiyoura  Keigo,
Kobayakawa  Takakage,  Kodama  Gentaro,  Koiso  Kuniaki,  Kokaku-tenno,  Koken-tenno,
Komei-tenno, Komura Jutaro, Konoe Fumimaro, Konoe-tenno, Kotoku-tenno, Kuroda Kiy-
otaka

Machida  Chuji,  Makino  Nobuaki,  Matsudaira  Sadanobu,  Matsuda  Masahisa,  Matsukata
Masayoshi,  Matsukura  Castle,  Meisho-tenno,  Mori  Yoshiro,  Murakami-tenno,  Mutsu
Munemitsu

Nagasaki Bombing of, Nagasaki City, Naito Family Mikawa, Naito Family Tamba, Naito
Genzaemon, Naito Masanaga, Naito Nobunari, Naito Tadakatsu, Naito Yukiyasu, Nijo-ten-
no, Ninko-tenno, Ninnan, Ninna, Nishio Suehiro, Noda Castle, Nogi Maresuke

Obuchi Keizo, Ogata Taketora, Ogyu Sorai, Ohara Magosaburo, Okada Keisuke, Okinawa
prefecture, Oki Takato, Okudaira Sadamasa, Okuma Shigenobu, Oyama Iwao

Reigen-tenno, Reizei-tenno, Rennyo, Rokujo-tenno

Saigo  Tsugumichi,  Saionji  Kinmochi,  Saito  Makoto,  Sato  Eisaku,  Shidehara  Kijuro,
Shigemitsu Mamoru, Shotoku-tenno, Suzuki Kantaro

Takahashi  Korekiyo,  Tanaka  Giichi,  Terauchi  Masatake,  Tokugawa  Iemitsu,  Tokugawa
Iemoto,  Tokugawa  Ienobu,  Tokugawa  Ieshige,  Tokugawa  Ietsugu,  Tokugawa  Ietsuna,
Tokugawa Ieyasu, Tokugawa Keiki

New:

Abe Genki,  Abe  Yoshishige,  Abo Kiyokazu,  Aikawa  Katsuroku,  Akita Kiyoshi,  Amano
Teiyu,  Amaterasu,  Anami  Korechika,  Ando  Kisaburo,  Aoki  Kazuo,  Aoki  Shuzo,  Aoki
Takayoshi, Arai Kentaro, Arimatsu Hiroshi, Arima Yoriyasu, Arita Hachiro

Baba Eiichi

Daito Gitetsu, Den Kenjiro

Egi Tasuku, Endo Ryusaku, Enomoto Takeaki, 

Five Charter Oath, Fujihara Ginjiro, Fujii Sanenobu, Fujimura Yoshiro, Fujinuma Shohei,
Fujisawa ikunosuke, Funada Kyoji, Funada Naka, Furuhata Tokuya

Godo Takuo, Goto Fumio, 

Hashida Kunihiko, Hatta Yoshiaki,  Hayami Seiji,  Hayashi Joji, Hirata Tosuke,  Hirokawa
Kozen,  Hirose  Hisatada,  Hitotsubashi  Keiki,  Hitotsubashi  Yoshinobu,  Hitotsumatsu  Sa-
dayoshi, Horikiri Zenjiro, Hoshino Naoki

Ichiki Kitokuro, ishiwata Sotaro, izumiyama Sanroku

Kabayama Sukenori, Kataoka Naoharu, Katsuta Kazue, Kawasaki Takukichi, Kimi Ga Yo,
Kimura Kozaemon, Kimura Tokutaro, Kobiyama Naoto, Kodama Hideo, Kofun, Komuchi
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History

Tomotsune, Kotoamatsukami, Kurusu Takeo, Maeda Yonezo, Matsumoto Joji, Matsumura
Kenzo

Meiji Era, Minami Hiroshi, Mitsuchi Chuzo, Mizuno Rentaro, Mochizuke Keisuke, Motoda
Hajime, Murase Naokai, Murata Shozo

Nagai Ryutaro, Nakahashi Tokugoro, Nakajima Chikuhei, Narahashi Wataru, Nichiro Sen-
so, Nisshin Senso, Noda uichi, Noda utaro

Ohara Naoshi, Okada Ryohei, Okano Keijiro, Oki Enkichi, Okuda Yoshindo, Oura Kane-
take

Reischauer Edwin O

Saito Takao, Sakurauchi Yukio, Sasamori Junzo, Sengoku Mitsugu, Sengoku period, Shiba-
ta Kamon, Shimada Toshio, Shiono Suehiko, Sino-Japanese War 1894-1895, Sone Arasuke,
Suematsu Kencho, Sugiyama Gen, Suzuki Kisaburo, Suzuki Teiichi, Suzuki Yoshio

Takano Choei, Takarabe Takeshi, Takashima Tomonosuke, Takayanagi Ryunosuke, Takeda
Giichi,  Taketomi  Tokitoshi,  Tanabe  Harumichi,  Tokugawa  Yoshinobu,  Treaty  of  Shi-
monoseki

Also:

modified Triple Intervention

added  Yardley, Herbert O., his book  The American Black Chamber, and  American Black
Chamber.

added  Washington  Naval  Conference and  the  related  Four-Powers  Treaty,  Five-Powers
Treaty, and Nine-Powers Treaty

added Cryptology

added Kowalewski, Jan

added Ōhiko

added Bakumatsu

modified Abe Family (Mikawa)

modified several of the appendix tables to be more consistent with each other

slightly modified Sengoku Period and Ōnin War

added Godō Takuo

modified Daimyō

modified Tokugawa Ieyasu

added an entry for Nengō 
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Abe Family (Mikawa) – Azukizaka, Battle of (1564)

Abe Family (Mikawa) – Azukizaka, Battle of (1564)

Abe Family (Mikawa)

Descended from Ōhiko (pg 225), a son of Kōgen-tennō (pg 160).

Abe Masakatsu →  Abe Masatsugu

Abe Family (Mutsu)

Abe Family (Suruga)

Abe Hirafu

Abe Hirafu was a governor of Koshi. He fought against the aboriginal inhabi-
tants of Japan (called, at that time, ebisu, which basically just means 'barbarian').
This was in 658. Three years later, in 661, he led an expedition into Korea to
help Kudara, a Japanese colony / protectorate / ally on the Korean peninsula. 

Note that the early dates on this info means that everything is suspect (more
than usual) and should be double and triple checked.

Abe Hirafu might be the anscestor of one or more of the Abe clans, as well as
the Ando and Akita clans.

Abe Iso

Lived 1865 to 1949

Christian Socialist from  Fukuoka Prefecture. Studied at  Doshisha University
and abroad. Became a Unitarian preacher. Taught at Tokyo College from 1899.

Active in the socialist movement.

1900 --- became president of the Socialist Society

1901 --- one of the founders of Shakaiminshuto

1924 --- became president of the Japan Fabian Society

1928 --- elected to the Diet

1932 --- chairman of Shakaitaishuto

Withdrew from politics in 1940

Abekawa River

A river which starts in Suruga and whose mouth is near Shizuoka.

Abe Masakatsu

Lived 1541 to 1600
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Abe Masakatsu

Masakatsu was an important member of the Abe clan of Mikawa. He served
Tokugawa Ieyasu until his (Masakatsu's) death in 1600 (just coincidence, or did
he die at Sekigahara?). In 1590, Ieyasu gave him Ichihara (in Izu), worth 5,000
koku.

Abe Masatsugu

Lived 1569 to 1647

Abe Masatsugu was the eldest son of Masakatsu. After Sekigahara,  Tokugawa
Ieyasu  promoted him to daimyō status.

Abe Muneto

Abe Nakamaro

Lived 701 to 770

Abe Nobuyuki

Lived 1875 to 1953

Soldier and Politician from Ishikawa Prefecture. Put on reserve list with rank of
general in 1936.

Prime Minister  from 30 Aug. 1939. Took over from  Hiranuma Kiichirō (pg.
107) and was replaced by Yonai Mitsumasa (pg. 309) in January of 1940.

Joined the House of Peers in 1942.

President of the Imperial Rule Assistance Political Association (pg. 121).

Governor of Korea from July 1944.

Cabinet Positions

Cabinet Position From To

Hamaguchi Hanretsu Jun 16, 1930 Dec 10, 1930

Hamaguchi War Jun 16, 1930 Dec 10, 1930

Abe Foreign Affairs Aug 30, 1939 ??

Abe Prime Minister Aug 30, 1939 Jan 16, 1940

Table 1Cabinet Positions Held by Abe Nobuyuki

Cabinet

Name Position From To

Godō Takuo Agriculture & Forestry Aug 30, 1939 Oct 16, 1939

Sakai Tadamasa Agriculture & Forestry Oct 16, 1939 Jan 16, 1940
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Abe Nobuyuki

Name Position From To

Endō Ryūsaku Chief of Cabinet Secretariat Aug 30, 1939 Jan 16, 1940

Karasawa Toshiki Chief of Legislative Bureau Aug 30, 1939 Jan 16, 1940

Kanemitsu Tsuneo Colonization Aug 30, 1939 Jan 16, 1940

Godō Takuo Commerce & Industry Aug 30, 1939 Jan 16, 1940

Nagai Ryūtarō Communications Aug 30, 1939 Jan 16, 1940

Kawarada Kakichi Education Aug 30, 1939 Jan 16, 1940

Aoki Kazuo Finance Aug 30, 1939 Jan 16, 1940

Abe Nobuyuki Foreign Affairs Aug 30, 1939 XXX

Nomura Kichisaburō Foreign Affairs XXX Jan 16, 1940

Ohara Naoshi Home Affairs Aug 30, 1939 Jan 16, 1940

Miyagi Chōgorō Justice Aug 30, 1939 Jan 16, 1940

Yoshida Zengo Navy Aug 30, 1939 Jan 16, 1940

Abe Nobuyuki Prime Minister Aug 30, 1939 Jan 16, 1940

Nagai Ryūtarō Railways Aug 30, 1939 Nov 29, 1939

Nagata Hidejirō Railways Nov 29, 1939 Jan 16, 1940

Hata Shunroku War Aug 30, 1939 Jan 16, 1940

Ohara Naoshi Welfare Aug 30, 1939 Nov 29, 1939

Akita Kiyoshi Welfare Nov 29, 1939 Jan 16, 1940

Table 2Abe Nobuyuki's Cabinet

Abeno Plain

A plain in Settsu. Abeno was the scene of several battles during the Warring
States period.

Abe Sadato

Lived 1019 to 1062

Abe Seimei

Died 1005.

Abe Seimei was a famous astronomer.

Abe Yoritoki

Abukumagawa River

aka Akurigawa.

A river with source at Asahi-san and mouth near Iwanuma.
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Abutsu

Abutsu

aka Abutsu-ni, aka Hokurin-zenni

Achi no Omi

Adachi Family

A family of samurai who were descended from Fujiwara Yamakage (pg XXX).
They are presented here because of their successes during the Minamoto---Taira
wars and their subsequent affiliation with the Hōjō  Family (pg XXX).

Adachi Kagemori

Died 1248,

A warrior of the Adachi family, Kagemori was the son of Morinaga. He served
with Minamoto Yoriie but became a monk when Minamoto Sanetomo died. This
did not stop him from joining the Hōjō  Family for the Shōkyū War, however.

Hōjō  Tsunetoki and Hōjō  Tokiyori were his grandsons.

see also:

Minamoto Sanetomo (pg XXX), Minamoto Yoriie (pg XXX), Hōjō  Family (pg
XXX), Shōkyū  War (pg XXX), Hōjō  Tsunetoki (pg XXX), Hōjō  Tokiyori (pg
XXX)

Adachi Kenzō

Lived 1864 to 1948.

Politician from Kumamoto.

Involved in the murder of the Korean queen in 1895.

Founding member of the Kumamoto National Party.

Elected to the House of Representatives in 1902.

Active in the Rikken Doshikai, Kenseikai, and Minseito.

Formed and was president of the Kokumin Domei in 1932.

Cabinet Posts

Cabinet Position From To

1st Katō Communications May 31, 1925 Aug 2, 1925

2nd Katō Communications Aug 2, 1925 Jan 30, 1926

1st Wakatsuki Communications Jan 30, 1926 Apr 20, 1927

1st Wakatsuki Home Affairs Dec 16, 1926 Mar 15, 1927
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Adachi Kenzō

Cabinet Position From To

Hamaguchi Home Affairs Jul 2, 1929 Apr 14, 1931

2nd Wakatsuki Home Affairs Apr 14, 1931 Dec 13, 1931

Table 3Cabinet Positions Held by Adachi Kenzō

see also:

Kumamoto National Party (pg XXX), Rikken Doshikai (pg XXX), Kenseikai (pg
XXX), Minseito (pg XXX), Kokumin Domei (pg XXX).

Adachi Morinaga

Died 1200

Adachi Morinaga was a warrior who fought for Minamoto Yoritomo (pg XXX)
against the Taira (pg XXX).

After the wars, he became a monk and took the name Rensai.

Adachi Yasumori

Died 1285

Adachi Yoshikage

Died 1255.

Aichi Prefecture

Area: 5,150 km2 (1995)

Capital: Nagoya

Population: 6,770,000 (1996)

Aikoku Kōtō

Aizawa Seishi

Lived 1782 to 1863

Aizu-han

Ajiki

Akabashi Moritoki

Died 1333
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Akagawa Fusanobu

Akagawa Fusanobu

Akagawa Motoyasu

Son of Akagawa Fusanobu.

Mōri retainer.

Akai Naomasa

Akamatsu Family

Akamatsu Mitsusuke

Lived 1381 to 1441

Akamatsu Norifusa

Akamatsu Norimura

Lived 1277 to 1350

Akamatsu Norisuke

Lived 1312 to 1371

Akamatsu Soshu

Lived 1721 to 1801

Akamatsu Suefusa

Akamatsu Yoshinori

Lived 1358 to 1427

Akamatsu Yoshisuke

Akashi Morishige

Died 1618.

Baptised a Christian in 1596.

Was a vassal of Ukita Hideie, the daimyō of Okayama.

Morishige  fought  against  Tokugawa Ieyasu  at  Sekigahara.  He  surrendered to
Kuroda Nagamasa.

Later, he fought for the Toyotomi at Ōsaka Castle. Somehow managed to escape
the fall of the castle.
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Akashi Morishige

see also:

Ukita Hideie, Sekigahara, Battle of, Kuroda Nagamasa, Toyotomi Family, Ōsa-
ka, Siege of

Akaza Naoyasu

aka Akaza Kyūbei.

Died 1606.

One of Toyotomi Hideyoshi's retainers.

Akaza Naoyasu fought at Sekigahara under Ōtani Yoshitsugu, but switched to the
Eastern side during the battle.

Later Naoyasa became a retainer of Maeda Toshinaga.

Akazome Emon

Akechi Castle

Akechi Family

Akechi Mitsuharu

aka Mitsutoshi

Akechi  Mitsuhide's  cousin.  Mitsuharu  was  present  for  his  cousin's  coup,  but
missed the Battle of Yamazaki.

He battled Hori Hidemasa at Uchidehama, lost and fled. He committed hari-kiri
and supposedly wrote a poem with his own blood before dieing.

see also:

Akechi Mitsuhide, Yamazaki, Battle of, Hori Hidemasa, Uchidehama, Battle of

Akechi Mitsuhide

Lived 1526 to 1582

Akechi Mitsuhide was a general under, and the assassin of, Oda Nobunada.

When they found out about the assassination, both Hideyoshi and Tokugawa
Ieyasu rushed to be the first to avenge Nobunaga and take his place. Hideyoshi
got to Mitsuhide first.

Mitsuhide began serving Oda Nobunaga in 1566 and recieved Sakamoto (in
Ōmi, 100,000 koku) in 1571.

In 1579, he captured Yakami Castle from Hatano Hideharu by taking Hide-
haru's  mother  hostage.  This  accomplished  Mitsuhide's  goal  but  unfortunately,
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Akechi Mitsuhide

Nobunaga had the woman executed (crucified?). Naturally this did not make the
Hatano family happy and a short while later several of Hideharu's (ex-?) retainers
murdered Akechi Mitsuhide's mother!

Mitsuhide blamed Nobunaga for his mother's death and the attack at Honnōji
in 1582 was his revenge.

Mitsuhide survived for 13 days, until he was defeated by Hideyoshi at the Bat-
tle of Yamazaki.

see also:

Oda  Nobunaga,  Honnōji,  Seige  of,  Toyotomi  Hideyoshi,  Tokugawa  Ieyasu,
Hatano Hideharu, Akechi Mitsuharu, Yamazaki, Battle of, Uchidehama, Battle
of

Akechi Mitsukuni

Akimoto Family

Akimoto Nagatomo

Died 1628

Akimoto Takatomo

Lived 1647 to 1714.

Akimoto Yasutomo

Lived 1580 to 1642.

Aki Province

A province in the Western part of Honshū (pg. ), part of what is today Hiroshima
Prefecture (pg. ).

Akita Castle

Akita City

The capital of Akita Prefecture (pg 19).

Akita Family

Akita Kiyoshi
Welfare Minister in Abe Nobuyuki's cabinet, from 29 November 1939 to 16 January 1940
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Akita Prefecture

Akita Prefecture

Area: 11,612 km2 (1995)

Capital: Akita City (pg. 18)

Population: 1,220,000 (1996)

Table 4Data on Akita Prefecture

The old Ugo Province (pg. 301) is today Akita Prefecture.

Akita Sanesue

died 1659

Sanesue  served  Tokugawa  Ieyasu  and  received  Shishido  (in  Hitachi,  50,000
koku) in 1602.

Akita Toshisue

dates currently unknown

Toshisue was the son of Sanesue. He also served the Tokugawa and received Mi-
haru (in Mitsu, 50,000 koku) in 1645.

Akiyama Nobutomo

dates currently unknown

Nobutomo was a famous general in service of the Takeda family.

Akizuki Castle

Akizuki Tanenaga

Tanenaga served under Kuroda Nagamasa during the Korean campaign. He sid-
ed with Ishida Mitsunari at the battle of Sekigahara but managed to keep his fief
(which was?) after the battle.

see also:

Kuroda Nagamasa, Korea, Invasion of Ishida Mitsunari, Sekigahara, Battle of

Akizuki Tanezane

Tanezane lost to the Ōtomo (the who, what, when, where, and why is still to be
researched). Sometime after that he joined the Shimazu (as an ally or a vassal?)
and fought with them against Hideyoshi in Kyūshū.

After Sekigahara, he was transfered to Takanabe (in Hyūga, 20,000 koku).
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