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H.G. Wells 1

 
PREFACE  FROM TH E  ED ITOR  

 
Webster’s paperbacks take advantage of the fact that classics are frequently assigned readings in 
English courses. By using a running English-to-German thesaurus at the bottom of each page, this 
edition of The Time Machine by H.G. Wells was edited for three audiences. The first includes 
German-speaking students enrolled in an English Language Program (ELP), an English as a 
Foreign Language (EFL) program, an English as a Second Language Program (ESL), or in a 
TOEFL® or TOEIC® preparation program. The second audience includes English-speaking 
students enrolled in bilingual education programs or German speakers enrolled in English speaking 
schools. The third audience consists of students who are actively building their vocabularies in 
German in order to take foreign service, translation certification, Advanced Placement® (AP®)1 or 
similar examinations. By using the Webster's German Thesaurus Edition when assigned for an 
English course, the reader can enrich their vocabulary in anticipation of an examination in German 
or English. 
 
Webster’s edition of this classic is organized to expose the reader to a maximum number of 
difficult and potentially ambiguous English words. Rare or idiosyncratic words and expressions are 
given lower priority compared to “difficult, yet commonly used” words. Rather than supply a single 
translation, many words are translated for a variety of meanings in German, allowing readers to 
better grasp the ambiguity of English, and avoid them using the notes as a pure translation crutch. 
Having the reader decipher a word’s meaning within context serves to improve vocabulary 
retention and understanding. Each page covers words not already highlighted on previous pages. If 
a difficult word is not translated on a page, chances are that it has been translated on a previous 
page.  A more complete glossary of translations is supplied at the end of the book; translations are 
extracted from Webster’s Online Dictionary.  
 
Definitions of remaining terms as well as translations can be found at www.websters-online-
dictionary.org. Please send suggestions to websters@icongroupbooks.com  

          
The Editor 

Webster’s Online Dictionary 
www.websters-online-dictionary.org

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

1 TOEFL®, TOEIC®, AP® and Advanced Placement® are trademarks of the Educational Testing Service which 
has neither reviewed nor endorsed this book. All rights reserved.  

http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/
http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/
http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/
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CHAPTER  I  

 
 

The%Time Traveller (for so it will be convenient to speak of him) was 
expounding a recondite matter to us.  His grey eyes shone and twinkled, and 
his usually pale face was flushed and animated.  The fire burned brightly, and 
the soft radiance of the incandescent lights in the lilies of silver caught the 
bubbles that flashed and passed in our glasses.  Our chairs, being his patents, 
embraced and caressed us rather than submitted to be sat upon, and there was 
that luxurious after-dinner atmosphere when thought roams gracefully free of 
the trammels of precision.  And he put it to us in this way--marking the points 
with a lean forefinger--as we sat and lazily admired his earnestness over this 
new paradox (as we thought it:) and his fecundity. 

`You must follow me carefully.  I shall have to controvert one or two ideas 
that are almost universally accepted.  The geometry, for instance, they taught 
you at school is founded on a misconception.’ 

`Is not that rather a large thing to expect us to begin upon?’ said Filby, an 
argumentative person with red hair. 

`I do not mean to ask you to accept anything without reasonable ground for 
it.  You will soon admit as much as I need from you. You know of course that a 
mathematical line, a line of thickness nil, has no real existence.  They taught you 
that?  Neither has a mathematical plane.  These things are mere abstractions.’ 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 German  

animated: lebhaft, angeregt, belebt, 
lebendig, ausgelassen, eifrig, emsig, 
heiter, gesellig, lustig, munter. 

argumentative: streitsüchtig, 
streitlustig, umstritten, zänkisch, 
zanksüchtig. 

brightly: hell. 
bubbles: Blasen. 
caressed: gewollt, liebkosen, geliebt, 

liebkoste. 
controvert: bestreiten. 
earnestness: Ernst, Ernsthaftigkeit. 

embraced: umarmte. 
expounding: Erklärend. 
fecundity: Fruchtbarkeit. 
flashed: leuchtete auf, aufgeblitzt. 
flushed: scheuchte auf, errötet, 

durchflutet, ausgespült. 
geometry: Geometrie. 
gracefully: graziös, anmutig. 
incandescent: weißglühend, glühend. 
lazily: faul. 
lilies: Lilien. 
luxurious: luxuriös, prunkvoll, üppig. 

patents: Patente. 
radiance: Glanz, Strahldichte, 

Strahlen. 
recondite: abstrus, dunkel, 

tiefgründig. 
roams: wandert, streift, irrt. 
shone: schien, geschienen. 
trammels: Fesselt. 
twinkled: glitzertet, funkeltest, 

funkelten, funkelte, gefunkelt, 
geglitzert, glitzerte, glitzertest, 
funkeltet, glitzerten. 
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`That is all right,’ said the Psychologist.%

`Nor, having only length, breadth, and thickness, can a cube have a real 
existence.’ 

`There I object,’ said Filby.  `Of course a solid body may exist.  All real things-
-’ 

`So most people think.  But wait a moment.  Can an instantaneous cube 
exist?’ 

`Don’t follow you,’ said Filby. 
`Can a cube that does not last for any time at all, have a real existence?’ 
Filby became pensive.  `Clearly,’ the Time Traveller proceeded, `any real 

body must have extension in four directions: it must have Length, Breadth, 
Thickness, and--Duration.  But through a natural infirmity of the flesh, which I 
will explain to you in a moment, we incline to overlook this fact.  There are 
really four dimensions, three which we call the three planes of Space, and a 
fourth, Time.  There is, however, a tendency to draw an unreal distinction 
between the former three dimensions and the latter, because it happens that our 
consciousness moves intermittently in one direction along the latter from the 
beginning to the end of our lives.’ 

`That,’ said a very young man, making spasmodic efforts to relight his cigar 
over the lamp; `that . . . very clear indeed.’ 

`Now, it is very remarkable that this is so extensively overlooked,’ continued 
the Time Traveller, with a slight accession of cheerfulness.  `Really this is what 
is meant by the Fourth Dimension, though some people who talk about the 
Fourth Dimension do not know they mean it.  It is only another way of looking at 
Time.  There is no difference between time and any of the three dimensions of space 
except that our consciousness moves along it.  But some foolish people have got hold 
of the wrong side of that idea.  You have all heard what they have to say about 
this Fourth Dimension?’ 

`I have not,’ said the Provincial Mayor. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 German  

accession: Beitritt, Erwerb, Zuwachs, 
Antritt, Neuanschaffung, 
Neuerwerbung, Errungenschaft, 
Beute. 

breadth: Breite, Großzügigkeit. 
cheerfulness: Fröhlichkeit, Frohsinn, 

Lustigkeit, Geselligkeit, 
Ausgelassenheit, Erfreulichkeit, 
Feudenruf, Freude, Freudenfest, 
Freudentaumel, Freundlichkeit. 

cigar: Zigarre. 
cube: Würfel, Kubus, Blöckchen,  

Kubieren. 
extensively: ausgiebig, ausführlich. 
incline: neigen, sich neigen, Gefälle, 

Böschung, Hang, hinneigen, Hügel, 
sich nach vorne beugen, tendieren, 
überhängen, zu einer Denkart neigen. 

infirmity: Gebrechlichkeit, Schwäche. 
instantaneous: unverzüglich, 

momentan, augenblicklich, sofortig, 
unmittelbar. 

intermittently: intermittierend. 
lamp: Lampe, die Lampe, Laterne. 

moves: bewegt, Umzüge. 
overlook: übersehen, verpassen, 

überschauen, vorbeisehen, 
einschießen, verfehlen. 

pensive: nachdenklich, gedankenvoll. 
planes: Ebenen. 
relight: Anzünden wieder, Beleuchten 

wieder. 
spasmodic: krampfhaft, krampfartig, 

spastisch, spasmisch. 
thickness: Dicke, Mächtigkeit. 
unreal: irreal, unwirklich. 
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`It is simply this.  That Space, as our mathematicians have it, is spoken of as 
having three dimensions, which one may call Length, Breadth, and Thickness, 
and is always definable by reference to three planes, each at right angles to the 
others. But some philosophical people have been asking why three dimensions 
particularly--why not another direction at right angles to the other three?--and 
have even tried to construct a Four-Dimension geometry.  Professor Simon 
Newcomb was expounding this to the New York Mathematical Society only a 
month or so ago. You know how on a flat surface, which has only two 
dimensions, we can represent a figure of a three-dimensional solid, and similarly 
they think that by models of thee dimensions they could represent one of four--if 
they could master the perspective of the thing.  See?’ 

`I think so,’ murmured the Provincial Mayor; and, knitting his brows, he 
lapsed into an introspective state, his lips moving as one who repeats mystic 
words.  `Yes, I think I see it now,’ he said after some time, brightening in a quite 
transitory manner.%

`Well, I do not mind telling you I have been at work upon this geometry of 
Four Dimensions for some time.  Some of my results are curious.  For instance, 
here is a portrait of a man at eight years old, another at fifteen, another at 
seventeen, another at twenty-three, and so on.  All these are evidently sections, 
as it were, Three-Dimensional representations of his Four-Dimensioned being, 
which is a fixed and unalterable thing. 

`Scientific people,’ proceeded the Time Traveller, after the pause required for 
the proper assimilation of this, `know very well that Time is only a kind of 
Space.  Here is a popular scientific diagram, a weather record.  This line I trace 
with my finger shows the movement of the barometer.  Yesterday it was so high, 
yesterday night it fell, then this morning it rose again, and so gently upward to 
here.  Surely the mercury did not trace this line in any of the dimensions of Space 
generally recognized? But certainly it traced such a line, and that line, therefore, 
we must conclude was along the Time-Dimension.’ 

`But,’ said the Medical Man, staring hard at a coal in the fire, `if Time is really 
only a fourth dimension of Space, why is it, and why has it always been, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 German  

angles: Winkel, Angeln. 
assimilation: Angleichung, 

Assimilation, Aufnahme. 
barometer: Barometer. 
brightening: aufhellend. 
brows: Brauen. 
definable: definierbar. 
diagram: Diagramm, Schema, Plan, 

Abriß, Entwurf, Figur, Gestalt, 
Grundriß, Riß, Schaubild, Skizze. 

introspective: beschaulich, 
introspektiv, selbstbeobachtend. 

knitting: Strickend, Strickzeug, 
Stricken. 

lapsed: hinfällig, abgelebt, baufällig, 
verflossen, verfallen, abgelaufen, 
gebrechlich. 

mathematicians: Mathematiker. 
mercury: Quecksilber, Merkur. 
mystic: mystisch, geheimnisvoll, 

Mystiker. 
philosophical: philosophisch. 
proceeded: gingen weiter, 

vorgegangen, gingt weiter, gingt vor,  

gingst weiter, fuhrst fort, gingst vor, 
weitergegangen, ging weiter, fuhrt 
fort, fuhren fort. 

repeats: wiederholt. 
representations: Darstellungen. 
thee: dich, ihr, sie, du, dir, euch. 
traced: nachgespürt. 
transitory: transitorisch, 

vorübergehend, vergänglich. 
unalterable: unveränderlich. 
upward: aufwärts, ansteigend, empor, 

steigend. 
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regarded as something different? And why cannot we move in Time as we move 
about in the other dimensions of Space?’ 

The Time Traveller smiled.  `Are you sure we can move freely in Space?  
Right and left we can go, backward and forward freely enough, and men always 
have done so.  I admit we move freely in two dimensions.  But how about up and 
down?  Gravitation limits us there.’ 

`Not exactly,’ said the Medical Man.  `There are balloons.’ 
`But before the balloons, save for spasmodic jumping and the inequalities of 

the surface, man had no freedom of vertical movement.’  `Still they could move a 
little up and down,’ said the Medical Man.%

`Easier, far easier down than up.’ 
`And you cannot move at all in Time, you cannot get away from the present 

moment.’ 
`My dear sir, that is just where you are wrong.  That is just where the whole 

world has gone wrong.  We are always getting away from the present moment.  
Our mental existences, which are immaterial and have no dimensions, are 
passing along the Time-Dimension with a uniform velocity from the cradle to 
the grave.  Just as we should travel down if we began our existence fifty miles 
above the earth’s surface.’ 

`But the great difficulty is this,’ interrupted the Psychologist. `You can move 
about in all directions of Space, but you cannot move about in Time.’ 

`That is the germ of my great discovery.  But you are wrong to say that we 
cannot move about in Time.  For instance, if I am recalling an incident very 
vividly I go back to the instant of its occurrence: I become absent-minded, as you 
say.  I jump back for a moment.  Of course we have no means of staying back for 
any length of Time, any more than a savage or an animal has of staying six feet 
above the ground.  But a civilized man is better off than the savage in this 
respect.  He can go up against gravitation in a balloon, and why should he not 
hope that ultimately he may be able to stop or accelerate his drift along the Time-
Dimension, or even turn about and travel the other way?’ 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 German  

accelerate: beschleunigen, 
beschleunigt, beschleunige, 
beschleunigst, beeilen, beeile, beeilst, 
beeilt, fördern, befördern. 

backward: rückwärts, zurück, 
zurückgeblieben, rückständig, irre, 
verrückt, unterbegabt, 
schwachsinnig, irrsinnig, blödsinnig, 
gestört. 

balloon: Ballon, Luftballon, 
Sprechblase, Ärostat, 
Gedankenwolke. 

balloons: Ballone. 
cannot: kann nicht. 
civilized: zivilisierten, zivilisierte, 

zivilisiertest, zivilisiertet, zivilisiert, 
gesittet, wohlerzogen, anständig, 
gepflegt, gut versorgt, höflich. 

cradle: Wiege, Wiegen, Gabel. 
existences: Existenzen. 
germ: Keim, Mikrobe, Bazillus, Samen, 

Keimen. 
gravitation: Gravitation, Schwerkraft. 
immaterial: immateriell,  

unwesentlich, gleichgültig, 
indifferent, unkörperlich, unstofflich. 

inequalities: Ungleichheiten. 
interrupted: unterbrochen. 
jumping: Springend, Springen, 

Sprunghaft, Hüpfen, Gehüpfe. 
occurrence: Vorkommen, Auftreten, 

Begebenheit, Ereignis, Vorkommnis. 
recalling: abberufend. 
savage: wild, grausam, Wilde. 
velocity: Geschwindigkeit. 
vividly: lebhaft. 
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`Oh, this,’ began Filby, `is all--’ 
`Why not?’ said the Time Traveller. 
`It’s against reason,’ said Filby.%

`What reason?’ said the Time Traveller. 
`You can show black is white by argument,’ said Filby, `but you will never 

convince me.’ 
`Possibly not,’ said the Time Traveller.  `But now you begin to see the object 

of my investigations into the geometry of Four Dimensions.  Long ago I had a 
vague inkling of a machine--’ 

`To travel through Time!’ exclaimed the Very Young Man. 
`That shall travel indifferently in any direction of Space and Time, as the 

driver determines.’ 
Filby contented himself with laughter. 
`But I have experimental verification,’ said the Time Traveller. 
`It would be remarkably convenient for the historian,’ the Psychologist 

suggested.  `One might travel back and verify the accepted account of the Battle 
of Hastings, for instance!’ 

`Don’t you think you would attract attention?’ said the Medical Man.  `Our 
ancestors had no great tolerance for anachronisms.’ 

`One might get one’s Greek from the very lips of Homer and Plato,’ the Very 
Young Man thought. 

`In which case they would certainly plough you for the Little-go. The 
German scholars have improved Greek so much.’ 

`Then there is the future,’ said the Very Young Man.  `Just think!  One might 
invest all one’s money, leave it to accumulate at interest, and hurry on ahead!’ 

`To discover a society,’ said I, `erected on a strictly communistic basis.’ 
`Of all the wild extravagant theories!’ began the Psychologist. 
`Yes, so it seemed to me, and so I never talked of it until--’ 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 German  

accumulate: akkumulieren, 
akkumulierst, akkumuliert, 
ansammeln, akkumuliere, sammele 
an, sammle an, sammelt an, 
anhäufen, sammelst an, sammeln an. 

ancestors: Vorfahren, Voreltern. 
communistic: kommunistisch. 
contented: zufrieden, befriedigt, 

befriedigte. 
convince: überzeugen, überzeugst, 

überzeuge, überzeugt, überreden. 
exclaimed: ausgerufen, rief aus, riefen  

aus, riefst aus, rieft aus. 
extravagant: verschwendungssüchtig, 

überspannt, verschwenderisch, 
ausschweifend, extravagant. 

indifferently: gleichgültig. 
inkling: die Andeutung, Dunkel 

Ahnung, die Ahnung. 
plough: Pflug, pflügen, unterpflügen, 

Bemannung, umpflügen. 
remarkably: bemerkenswert, 

merkwürdigerweise, 
komischerweise, seltsamerweise. 

scholars: Gelehrte. 
tolerance: Toleranz, Duldsamkeit, 

Verträglichkeit. 
vague: undeutlich, vage, unbestimmt, 

verschwommen, unklar, halblaut, 
schattenhaft, grob, dunkel, dumpfig, 
dumpf. 

verify: nachweisen, überprüfen, 
kontrollieren, überwachen, 
verifizieren, nachsehen, vorzeigen, 
vorweisen, kontrollierst, kontrolliere, 
erweisen. 
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`Experimental verification!’ cried I.  `You are going to verify that?’ 
`The experiment!’ cried Filby, who was getting brain-weary. 
`Let’s see your experiment anyhow,’ said the Psychologist, `though it’s all 

humbug, you know.’ 
The Time Traveller smiled round at us.  Then, still smiling faintly, and with 

his hands deep in his trousers pockets, he walked slowly out of the room, and we 
heard his slippers shuffling down the long passage to his laboratory.%

The Psychologist looked at us.  `I wonder what he’s got?’ 
`Some sleight-of-hand trick or other,’ said the Medical Man, and Filby tried to 

tell us about a conjurer he had seen at Burslem; but before he had finished his 
preface the Time Traveller came back, and Filby’s anecdote collapsed. 

The thing the Time Traveller held in his hand was a glittering metallic 
framework, scarcely larger than a small clock, and very delicately made.  There 
was ivory in it, and some transparent crystalline substance.  And now I must be 
explicit, for this that follows--unless his explanation is to be accepted--is an 
absolutely unaccountable thing.  He took one of the small octagonal tables that 
were scattered about the room, and set it in front of the fire, with two legs on the 
hearthrug.  On this table he placed the mechanism.  Then he drew up a chair, and 
sat down.  The only other object on the table was a small shaded lamp, the bright 
light of which fell upon the model.  There were also perhaps a dozen candles 
about, two in brass candlesticks upon the mantel and several in sconces, so that 
the room was brilliantly illuminated.  I sat in a low arm-chair nearest the fire, 
and I drew this forward so as to be almost between the Time Traveller and the 
fireplace.  Filby sat behind him, looking over his shoulder. The Medical Man and 
the Provincial Mayor watched him in profile from the right, the Psychologist 
from the left. The Very Young Man stood behind the Psychologist.  We were all 
on the alert.  It appears incredible to me that any kind of trick, however subtly 
conceived and however adroitly done, could have been played upon us under 
these conditions. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 German  

adroitly: gewandt. 
anecdote: Anekdote. 
brilliantly: glänzend, brillant. 
candlesticks: Leuchter. 
conjurer: Zauberer. 
crystalline: kristallin, kristallen, 

kistallartig. 
delicately: empfindlich, lecker. 
fireplace: Kamin, Feuerstelle, 

Heizvorrichtung, Herd, 
Feuerungsanlage, Herdstätte. 

glittering: glitzernd, glanzvoll,  

funkelnd, glitzern, flimmern. 
humbug: der Schwindler, das 

Pfefferminzbonbon, der Schwindel, 
der Humbug, der Unsinn, Humbug, 
Mumpitz, Pfefferminzbonbon, 
Quatsch, Unfug, Betören. 

illuminated: erleuchtet, erleuchtetet, 
erleuchtetest, erleuchteten, 
erleuchtete. 

mantel: der Kaminsims, Kaminsims. 
metallic: metallisch, metallartig. 
octagonal: achteckig, oktagonal. 

preface: Vorwort, Einleitung, Vorrede. 
shaded: beschattet, schattierte. 
shuffling: Schlurfend, schleppend, 

Schiebend. 
slippers: Pantoffeln, Schlappen. 
subtly: feinsinnig, verschmitzt, 

verblümt, subtil, fein. 
transparent: durchsichtig, transparent, 

gläsern, glasig, durchscheinend, 
erkennbar, glasartig, glashell. 

unaccountable: unerklärlich, 
unverantwortlich. 
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The Time Traveller looked at us, and then at the mechanism. `Well?’ said the 
Psychologist. 

`This little affair,’ said the Time Traveller, resting his elbows upon the table 
and pressing his hands together above the apparatus, `is only a model.  It is my 
plan for a machine to travel through time.  You will notice that it looks 
singularly askew, and that there is an odd twinkling appearance about this bar, 
as though it was in some way unreal.’  He pointed to the part with his finger.  
`Also, here is one little white lever, and here is another.’ 

The Medical Man got up out of his chair and peered into the thing.  `It’s 
beautifully made,’ he said.%

`It took two years to make,’ retorted the Time Traveller. Then, when we had 
all imitated the action of the Medical Man, he said: `Now I want you clearly to 
understand that this lever, being pressed over, sends the machine gliding into 
the future, and this other reverses the motion.  This saddle represents the seat of 
a time traveller.  Presently I am going to press the lever, and off the machine will 
go.  It will vanish, pass into future Time, and disappear.  Have a good look at the 
thing.  Look at the table too, and satisfy yourselves there is no trickery.  I don’t 
want to waste this model, and then be told I’m a quack.’ 

There was a minute’s pause perhaps.  The Psychologist seemed about to 
speak to me, but changed his mind.  Then the Time Traveller put forth his finger 
towards the lever.  `No,’ he said suddenly.  `Lend me your hand.’  And turning 
to the Psychologist, he took that individual’s hand in his own and told him to put 
out his forefinger.  So that it was the Psychologist himself who sent forth the 
model Time Machine on its interminable voyage.  We all saw the lever turn.  I 
am absolutely certain there was no trickery.  There was a breath of wind, and the 
lamp flame jumped. One of the candles on the mantel was blown out, and the 
little machine suddenly swung round, became indistinct, was seen as a ghost for 
a second perhaps, as an eddy of faintly glittering brass and ivory; and it was 
gone--vanished!  Save for the lamp the table was bare. 

Everyone was silent for a minute.  Then Filby said he was damned. 
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askew: schräg, schief. 
candles: Kerzen. 
eddy: Wirbel, Strudel. 
elbows: Ellenbogen. 
faintly: schwach. 
forefinger: Zeigefinger. 
gliding: Segelfliegen, Gleiten, 

Fliegend, Gleitend. 
imitated: imitiert, imitierte, imitierten, 

imitiertest, imitiertet, nachgeahmt, 
nachgemacht. 

indistinct: unklar, undeutlich, trübe,  

ungewiß, undurchsichtig, 
unbestimmt, schuftig, obskur, haarig, 
finster, faul. 

interminable: endlos. 
lever: Hebel, wricken, heben, 

Hebebaum, rütteln, Schraubenwinde, 
Hebevorrichtung, Winde, erheben, 
wriggeln, aufheben. 

peered: gespäht, spähte. 
reverses: kehrt um. 
saddle: Sattel, satteln, Bettschlitten, 

der Sattel. 

sends: sendet, schickt, schickt ab, 
sendet ein, übersendet, versendet, 
sendet ab, sendet zu. 

singularly: einzigartig. 
traveller: Reisende. 
trickery: Gaunerei, Trick, Kniff, 

Betrügerei, Ausflucht. 
twinkling: Glitzernd, Funkelnd. 
vanish: verschwinden, verschwindet, 

verschwinde, verschwindest. 
voyage: Reise, Seereise, Tour, Fahrt. 
yourselves: sich. 
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The Psychologist recovered from his stupor, and suddenly looked under the 
table.  At that the Time Traveller laughed cheerfully. `Well?’ he said, with a 
reminiscence of the Psychologist.  Then, getting up, he went to the tobacco jar 
on the mantel, and with his back to us began to fill his pipe.%

We stared at each other.  `Look here,’ said the Medical Man, `are you in 
earnest about this?  Do you seriously believe that that machine has travelled into 
time?’ 

`Certainly,’ said the Time Traveller, stooping to light a spill at the fire.  Then 
he turned, lighting his pipe, to look at the Psychologist’s face.  (The Psychologist, 
to show that he was not unhinged, helped himself to a cigar and tried to light it 
uncut.) `What is more, I have a big machine nearly finished in there’--he 
indicated the laboratory--`and when that is put together I mean to have a journey 
on my own account.’ 

`You mean to say that that machine has travelled into the future?’ said Filby. 
`Into the future or the past--I don’t, for certain, know which.’ 
After an interval the Psychologist had an inspiration.  `It must have gone 

into the past if it has gone anywhere,’ he said. 
`Why?’ said the Time Traveller. 
`Because I presume that it has not moved in space, and if it travelled into the 

future it would still be here all this time, since it must have travelled through this 
time.’ 

`But,’ I said, `If it travelled into the past it would have been visible when we 
came first into this room; and last Thursday when we were here; and the 
Thursday before that; and so forth!’ 

`Serious objections,’ remarked the Provincial Mayor, with an air of 
impartiality, turning towards the Time Traveller. 

`Not a bit,’ said the Time Traveller, and, to the Psychologist: `You think.  You 
can explain that.  It’s presentation below the threshold, you know, diluted 
presentation.’ 
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cheerfully: fröhlich, heiter. 
diluted: verdünntet, verdünntest, 

verdünnten, verdünnte, verdünnt, 
angelängert, wässerig. 

earnest: ernst, ernsthaft, gesetzt, 
feierlich, seriös, aufrichtig. 

impartiality: Unparteilichkeit, 
Unvoreingenommenheit. 

inspiration: Inspiration, Eingebung, 
Enthusiasmus, Begeisterung. 

interval: Intervall, Abstand, 
Zeitabstand, Tonabstand,  

Logarithmisches Frequenzintervall. 
jar: Gefäß, Krug, Glas, Kreischen. 
lighting: Beleuchtung, Belichtung, 

Ausleuchtung. 
presume: voraussetzen, annehmen, 

vermuten, setzt voraus, setzen 
voraus, setze voraus, vermutet, 
vermutest, vermute, schätzen, 
denken. 

remarked: merkte. 
reminiscence: Erinnerung. 
spill: verschütten, kleckern, beflecken,  

verunreinigen, verschmutzen, 
überlaufen, schweinigeln, schmieren, 
panschen, manschen, beschmutzen. 

stooping: bückend. 
stupor: Benommenheit, Stupor. 
threshold: Schwelle, Drempel, 

Schwellwert. 
tobacco: Tabak, Kraut, Rauchtabak. 
travelled: gereist. 
unhinged: bringen aus dem 

Gleichgewicht, gestört, heben aus 
den Angeln. 
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`Of course,’ said the Psychologist, and reassured us.  `That’s a simple point of 
psychology.  I should have thought of it.  It’s plain enough, and helps the 
paradox delightfully.  We cannot see it, nor can we appreciate this machine, any 
more than we can the spoke of a wheel spinning, or a bullet flying through the 
air. If it is travelling through time fifty times or a hundred times faster than we 
are, if it gets through a minute while we get through a second, the impression it 
creates will of course be only one-fiftieth or one-hundredth of what it would 
make if it were not travelling in time.  That’s plain enough.’  He passed his hand 
through the space in which the machine had been.  `You see?’ he said, laughing.%

We sat and stared at the vacant table for a minute or so.  Then the Time 
Traveller asked us what we thought of it all. 

`It sounds plausible enough to-night,’ said the Medical Man; ‘but wait until 
to-morrow.  Wait for the common sense of the morning.’ 

`Would you like to see the Time Machine itself?’ asked the Time Traveller.  
And therewith, taking the lamp in his hand, he led the way down the long, 
draughty corridor to his laboratory.  I remember vividly the flickering light, his 
queer, broad head in silhouette, the dance of the shadows, how we all followed 
him, puzzled but incredulous, and how there in the laboratory we beheld a 
larger edition of the little mechanism which we had seen vanish from before our 
eyes.  Parts were of nickel, parts of ivory, parts had certainly been filed or sawn 
out of rock crystal. The thing was generally complete, but the twisted crystalline 
bars lay unfinished upon the bench beside some sheets of drawings, and I took 
one up for a better look at it.  Quartz it seemed to be. 

`Look here,’ said the Medical Man, `are you perfectly serious? Or is this a 
trick--like that ghost you showed us last Christmas?’ 

`Upon that machine,’ said the Time Traveller, holding the lamp aloft, `I 
intend to explore time.  Is that plain?  I was never more serious in my life.’ 

None of us quite knew how to take it. 
I caught Filby’s eye over the shoulder of the Medical Man, and he winked at 

me solemnly. 
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aloft: hoch droben, empor. 
beheld: erblickte, erblicktest, erblickt, 

erblicktet, gesehen, sah, sahen, sahst, 
saht, erblickten. 

delightfully: bezaubernd, angenehm, 
entzückend, entzückende, 
hinreißend, lieblich, reizend, 
wunderbar. 

draughty: zugig. 
filed: gestellt, dateigebunden, reihte 

ein, abgelegt. 
flickering: flackernd, flimmern,  

flackern, funkeln, glänzen, glitzern, 
lichtsignal, lichtzeichen, schimmer. 

incredulous: ungläubig. 
nickel: Nickel, vernickeln, 

Fünfcentstück, aus Nickel. 
paradox: Paradoxon, Paradox. 
puzzled: verwirrt. 
queer: seltsam, sonderbar, verdächtig, 

komisch, eigenartig, schwul. 
reassured: beruhigt, beruhigtet, 

beruhigtest, beruhigten, beruhigte, 
versicherte. 

sawn: gesägt. 
silhouette: Silhouette, Schattenbild, 

Schattenriss, Statur, Form, Figur, 
Erscheinungsform, Erscheinen, 
Erscheinung. 

solemnly: festlich, ernst, feierlich. 
spinning: Spinnen, Spinnerei. 
therewith: damit. 
unfinished: unfertig, nicht fertig, 

unbearbeitet, unbeendet, 
unvollendet. 

winked: gezwinkert. 
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CHAPTER  % I I  

 
 

I think that at that time none of us quite believed in the Time Machine.  The 
fact is, the Time Traveller was one of those men who are too clever to be 
believed: you never felt that you saw all round him; you always suspected some 
subtle reserve, some ingenuity in ambush, behind his lucid frankness.  Had 
Filby shown the model and explained the matter in the Time Traveller’s words, 
we should have shown him far less scepticism.  For we should have perceived 
his motives; a pork butcher could understand Filby.  But the Time Traveller had 
more than a touch of whim among his elements, and we distrusted him.  Things 
that would have made the frame of a less clever man seemed tricks in his hands.  
It is a mistake to do things too easily.  The serious people who took him seriously 
never felt quite sure of his deportment; they were somehow aware that trusting 
their reputations for judgment with him was like furnishing a nursery with egg-
shell china.  So I don’t think any of us said very much about time travelling in the 
interval between that Thursday and the next, though its odd potentialities ran, 
no doubt, in most of our minds: its plausibility, that is, its practical 
incredibleness, the curious possibilities of anachronism and of utter confusion it 
suggested.  For my own part, I was particularly preoccupied with the trick of the 
model.  That I remember discussing with the Medical Man, whom I met on 
Friday at the Linnaean.  He said he had seen a similar thing at Tubingen, and laid 
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ambush: Hinterhalt, Versteck, 
Überfall, Falle, Anstand. 

anachronism: Anachronismus. 
deportment: Benehmen, Verhalten, 

Haltung, Gebahren, Betragen, 
Aufführung. 

distrusted: misstraute. 
frankness: Offenheit, Freimut, 

Freimütigkeit, Aufrichtigkeit, 
Ehrlichkeit, Geradheit. 

furnishing: möblierend, ausstattend, 
Ausstattung, Möblierung,  

wonungsausstattung, 
wohnungseinrichting, 
Innenausstattung. 

incredibleness: 
Unglaubwürdigkeiten, 
Unglaublichkeit. 

ingenuity: Genialität, Erfindungsgabe, 
Erfindungsgeist, Geist, Genie, 
Kreativität, Schaffenskraft, 
Findigkeit. 

lucid: klar, hell, deutlich. 
plausibility: Glaubwürdigkeit,  

Plausibilität, Glaubhaftigkeit. 
pork: Schweinefleisch, Schwein. 
potentialities: Möglichkeiten. 
preoccupied: vertieft. 
reputations: Reputationen. 
scepticism: Skepsis, Skeptizismus. 
trusting: vertrauensvoll, zutraulich, 

vertrauend, verlassend. 
whim: Laune, Anregung, Impuls, 

Grille, Eigensinn, Anstoß, 
Anwandlung, Stimulanz, Anreiz, 
Andrang, Reiz. 
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considerable stress on the blowing out of the candle.  But how the trick was 
done he could not explain.%

The next Thursday I went again to Richmond--I suppose I was one of the 
Time Traveller’s most constant guests--and, arriving late, found four or five men 
already assembled in his drawing-room.  The Medical Man was standing before 
the fire with a sheet of paper in one hand and his watch in the other.  I looked 
round for the Time Traveller, and--`It’s half-past seven now,’ said the Medical 
Man.  `I suppose we’d better have dinner?’ 

`Where’s----?’ said I, naming our host. 
`You’ve just come?  It’s rather odd.  He’s unavoidably detained.  He asks me 

in this note to lead off with dinner at seven if he’s not back.  Says he’ll explain 
when he comes.’ 

`It seems a pity to let the dinner spoil,’ said the Editor of a well-known daily 
paper; and thereupon the Doctor rang the bell. 

The Psychologist was the only person besides the Doctor and myself who had 
attended the previous dinner.  The other men were Blank, the Editor 
aforementioned, a certain journalist, and another--a quiet, shy man with a beard-
-whom I didn’t know, and who, as far as my observation went, never opened his 
mouth all the evening.  There was some speculation at the dinner-table about the 
Time Traveller’s absence, and I suggested time travelling, in a half-jocular spirit.  
The Editor wanted that explained to him, and the Psychologist volunteered a 
wooden account of the `ingenious paradox and trick’ we had witnessed that day 
week.  He was in the midst of his exposition when the door from the corridor 
opened slowly and without noise.  I was facing the door, and saw it first.  `Hallo!’ 
I said.  `At last!’ And the door opened wider, and the Time Traveller stood before 
us.  I gave a cry of surprise.  `Good heavens! man, what’s the matter?’ cried the 
Medical Man, who saw him next.  And the whole tableful turned towards the 
door. 

He was in an amazing plight.  His coat was dusty and dirty, and smeared 
with green down the sleeves; his hair disordered, and as it seemed to me greyer-
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aforementioned: oben genannt, 
obenerwähnt. 

assembled: montierte, montiert, 
montiertet, montiertest, montierten, 
zusammengekommen, kam 
zusammen, kamen zusammen, kamst 
zusammen, kamt zusammen, 
zusammengebaut. 

blowing: Blasend, Blasen, Sausen, 
Geblas, Gepus. 

candle: Kerze, Licht, Wachskerze, 
Wachslicht. 

detained: abgehalten, setztet fest, 
zurückgehalten, setztest fest, setzten 
fest, setzte fest, hieltet zurück, hieltet 
fest, hieltest zurück, hieltest fest, 
hielten zurück. 

disordered: zerrüttet. 
drawing-room: Empfangsraum, Salon, 

Halle, Galerie, Foyer, 
Empfangsräume, Empfangszimmer. 

dusty: staubig, verstaubt. 
exposition: Ausstellung, Exposition, 

Kunstausstellung. 

heavens: Himmel. 
midst: Inmitten, Mitte. 
naming: Benennung. 
plight: Zwangslage. 
shy: Scheu, schüchtern, kopfscheu, 

verlegen, befangen. 
sleeves: Ärmel. 
smeared: geschmiert. 
thereupon: darauf, daraufhin. 
unavoidably: unvermeidlich. 
volunteered: erbot sich. 
witnessed: bezeugte. 
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-either with dust and dirt or because its colour had actually faded.  His face was 
ghastly pale; his chin had a brown cut on it--a cut half healed; his expression was 
haggard and drawn, as by intense suffering.  For a moment he hesitated in the 
doorway, as if he had been dazzled by the light. Then he came into the room.  He 
walked with just such a limp as I have seen in footsore tramps.  We stared at 
him in silence, expecting him to speak.%

He said not a word, but came painfully to the table, and made a motion 
towards the wine.  The Editor filled a glass of champagne, and pushed it towards 
him.  He drained it, and it seemed to do him good: for he looked round the table, 
and the ghost of his old smile flickered across his face.  `What on earth have you 
been up to, man?’ said the Doctor.  The Time Traveller did not seem to hear.  
`Don’t let me disturb you,’ he said, with a certain faltering articulation.  `I’m all 
right.’ He stopped, held out his glass for more, and took it off at a draught. 
`That’s good,’ he said.  His eyes grew brighter, and a faint colour came into his 
cheeks.  His glance flickered over our faces with a certain dull approval, and then 
went round the warm and comfortable room.  Then he spoke again, still as it 
were feeling his way among his words.  `I’m going to wash and dress, and then 
I’ll come down and explain things. . . Save me some of that mutton.  I’m starving 
for a bit of meat.’ 

He looked across at the Editor, who was a rare visitor, and hoped he was all 
right.  The Editor began a question.  `Tell you presently,’ said the Time Traveller.  
`I’m--funny!  Be all right in a minute.’ 

He put down his glass, and walked towards the staircase door. Again I 
remarked his lameness and the soft padding sound of his footfall, and standing 
up in my place, I saw his feet as he went out.  He had nothing on them but a pair 
of tattered blood-stained socks.  Then the door closed upon him.  I had half a 
mind to follow, till I remembered how he detested any fuss about himself. For a 
minute, perhaps, my mind was wool-gathering.  Then, ‘Remarkable Behaviour of 
an Eminent Scientist,’ I heard the Editor say, thinking (after his wont) in 
headlines.  And this brought my attention back to the bright dinner-table. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 German  

articulation: Artikulation, Gelenk, 
Formulierung, Verständlichkeit, 
Aussprache, Glied. 

brighter: heller. 
dazzled: geblendet, verblendet. 
detested: verabscheuten, 

verabscheute, verabscheutet, 
verabscheutest, verabscheut. 

disturb: stören, störst, stört, störe, 
genieren, beengen, geniert, genierst, 
lästig werden, hindern, geniere. 

drained: abgeleitet, entwässerte,  

entwässert, aufgelöst, abgegossen, 
abgeflossene, abgeflossen, drainiert. 

draught: Zug, Schluck, Luftzug. 
faltering: schwankend, stockend. 
flickered: flackerte. 
footfall: Schritt. 
footsore: fußkrank. 
ghastly: grässlich, widerwärtig, 

garstig, gespenstisch, grausam. 
haggard: ausgezehrt, abgehärmt, 

abgezehrt, verstört, eingefallen, 
hohläugig. 

healed: geheilt, heiltet, heilten, heilte, 
heiltest, abgeheilt. 

lameness: Lahmheit, Lähmung. 
limp: hinken, humpeln, schlaff. 
mutton: Hammelfleisch, Schaffleisch, 

Hammel. 
padding: Polsterung. 
starving: hungernd, Verhungernd. 
tattered: zerlumpt, zerfetzte, zerrissen. 
tramps: Vagabungen, Landstreicher, 

Dachlosen. 
wont: Gewohnt. 
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`What’s the game?’ said the Journalist.  `Has he been doing the Amateur 
Cadger?  I don’t follow.’  I met the eye of the Psychologist, and read my own 
interpretation in his face.  I thought of the Time Traveller limping painfully 
upstairs.  I don’t think any one else had noticed his lameness.%

The first to recover completely from this surprise was the Medical Man, who 
rang the bell--the Time Traveller hated to have servants waiting at dinner--for a 
hot plate.  At that the Editor turned to his knife and fork with a grunt, and the 
Silent Man followed suit.  The dinner was resumed.  Conversation was 
exclamatory for a little while, with gaps of wonderment; and then the Editor got 
fervent in his curiosity.  `Does our friend eke out his modest income with a 
crossing?  or has he his Nebuchadnezzar phases?’ he inquired.  `I feel assured 
it’s this business of the Time Machine,’ I said, and took up the Psychologist’s 
account of our previous meeting.  The new guests were frankly incredulous.  
The Editor raised objections.  `What was this time travelling?  A man couldn’t 
cover himself with dust by rolling in a paradox, could he?’  And then, as the idea 
came home to him, he resorted to caricature.  Hadn’t they any clothes-brushes in 
the Future?  The Journalist too, would not believe at any price, and joined the 
Editor in the easy work of heaping ridicule on the whole thing.  They were both 
the new kind of journalist--very joyous, irreverent young men.  `Our Special 
Correspondent in the Day after To-morrow reports,’ the Journalist was saying--
or rather shouting--when the Time Traveller came back.  He was dressed in 
ordinary evening clothes, and nothing save his haggard look remained of the 
change that had startled me. 

`I say,’ said the Editor hilariously, `these chaps here say you have been 
travelling into the middle of next week!  Tell us all about little Rosebery, will 
you?  What will you take for the lot?’ 

The Time Traveller came to the place reserved for him without a word.  He 
smiled quietly, in his old way.  `Where’s my mutton?’ he said.  `What a treat it is 
to stick a fork into meat again!’ 

`Story!’ cried the Editor. 
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caricature: Karikatur, Karikieren, 
Spottbild, Zerrbild. 

chaps: Burschen, Kerl, Tröpfe. 
eke: ergänze, streckt, streckst, 

strecken, strecke, ergänzt, ergänzen, 
ergänzst. 

exclamatory: ausrufend. 
fervent: glühend, heiß, 

leidenschaftlich, stürmisch, 
ungestüm, zornig, inbrünstig, 
jähzornig, heftig, auffahrend, hitzig. 

fork: gabele, Gabelung, Verzweigung,  

gabeln, die Gabel, Flußarm. 
frankly: offen, freiheraus, aufrichtig. 
grunt: Grunzen. 
heaping: häufen. 
hilariously: ausgelassen, lustig, 

urkomisch, vergnügte. 
inquired: forschtet aus, fahndeten, 

fahndetest, fahndetet, forschte, 
forschte aus, forschten, forschten aus, 
forschtest, forschtet, gefahndet. 

irreverent: respektlos. 
joyous: freudig, fröhlich. 

limping: Hinkend, Hinken. 
painfully: schmerzlich, schmerzhaft. 
resorted: begab sich, geflüchtet. 
ridicule: Spott, spotten, verspotten, 

lächerlich machen, verhöhnen, 
Spöttelei, auslachen. 

startled: schrecktet auf, schreckte auf, 
schreckten auf, schrecktest auf, 
aufgeschreckt, aufgeschrocken, 
aufgefahren. 

wonderment: die Verwunderung, 
Verwunderung. 
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`Story be damned!’ said the Time Traveller.  `I want something to eat.  I won’t 
say a word until I get some peptone into my arteries.  Thanks.  And the salt.’ 

`One word,’ said I.  `Have you been time travelling?’ 
`Yes,’ said the Time Traveller, with his mouth full, nodding his head.%

`I’d give a shilling a line for a verbatim note,’ said the Editor.  The Time 
Traveller pushed his glass towards the Silent Man and rang it with his 
fingernail; at which the Silent Man, who had been staring at his face, started 
convulsively, and poured him wine.  The rest of the dinner was uncomfortable.  
For my own part, sudden questions kept on rising to my lips, and I dare say it 
was the same with the others.  The Journalist tried to relieve the tension by 
telling anecdotes of Hettie Potter.  The Time Traveller devoted his attention to 
his dinner, and displayed the appetite of a tramp.  The Medical Man smoked a 
cigarette, and watched the Time Traveller through his eyelashes.  The Silent Man 
seemed even more clumsy than usual, and drank champagne with regularity 
and determination out of sheer nervousness.  At last the Time Traveller pushed 
his plate away, and looked round us. `I suppose I must apologize,’ he said.  `I 
was simply starving. I’ve had a most amazing time.’  He reached out his hand for 
a cigar, and cut the end.  `But come into the smoking-room.  It’s too long a story 
to tell over greasy plates.’  And ringing the bell in passing, he led the way into 
the adjoining room. 

`You have told Blank, and Dash, and Chose about the machine?’ he said to 
me, leaning back in his easy-chair and naming the three new guests. 

`But the thing’s a mere paradox,’ said the Editor. 
`I can’t argue to-night.  I don’t mind telling you the story, but I can’t argue.  I 

will,’ he went on, `tell you the story of what has happened to me, if you like, but 
you must refrain from interruptions.  I want to tell it.  Badly.  Most of it will 
sound like lying.  So be it!  It’s true--every word of it, all the same.  I was in my 
laboratory at four o’clock, and since then . . . I’ve lived eight days . . . such days 
as no human being ever lived before!  I’m nearly worn out, but I shan’t sleep till 
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adjoining: angrenzend, anstoßend, 
benachbart. 

anecdotes: Anekdoten. 
arteries: Arterien. 
clumsy: unbeholfen, ungeschickt, 

schwerfällig, plump, täppisch, 
taktlos, stümperhaft, stelzbeinig, 
schlapp, schlaff, schlacksig. 

convulsively: krampfhaft. 
eyelashes: Wimpern. 
fingernail: Fingernagel. 
greasy: fettig, schmierig, fett, geil,  

schmuddelig, schlüpfrig, 
schweinisch, schmutzig, schmalzig, 
fettähnlich, feist. 

interruptions: Unterbrechungen. 
nervousness: Nervosität, Unruhe, 

Gereiztheit, Aufregung, 
Ängstlichkeit, Nervösheit. 

nodding: schlafend, das Nicken, 
nicken, nickend. 

peptone: Pepton. 
refrain: Refrain, Kehrreim. 
regularity: Gleichmäßigkeit,  

Regelmäßigkeit, Symmetrie, 
Planmässigkeit, Ordnung. 

ringing: rufen, läutend, 
Überschwingen. 

shilling: Schilling. 
smoked: rauchtest, rauchtet, geraucht, 

rauchten, rauchte, geräuchert, 
qualmtet, qualmten, qualmte, 
gequalmt, qualmtest. 

tramp: trampeln, Landstreicher, 
Dachlose. 

verbatim: wörtlich, Wort für Wort. 

 


