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Foreword

In 1967, on behalf of The University Library system which spon-
sored the first edition of this work as a centennial publication, I wrote:

“We in the University of Western Ontario Library system are happy
to have had a small part in bringing out Dr. Fred Armstrong’s work
on Upper Canadian Chronology and Territorial Legislation. This pub-
lication should prove to be an invaluable time saver for all students
working in Upper Canadian history. The undersigned has used and
knows well the value of such references as N.O. Coté Political
Appointments and Elections in Canada 1841-60, Quebec, 1860, and
similar works by the same compiler. Unfortunately, until now, there
have been no comparable volumes dealing with Upper Canada. Now
the need has been filled thanks to the indefatigable exertions of Dr.
Armstrong.

“One cannot believe that a work as large as this covering such a
diversity of topics should not have gaps. Readers will undoubtedly
think of additional facts to be included. This work therefore may be
considered as a preliminary document. After a few years in the hands
of scholars it will probably bear reprinting. We thank Dr. Armstrong
for all that he has done in the service of scholarship.”

The work, long out of print, has saved scholars incalculable hours.
Dr. Armstrong’s meticulous research was evidenced by the small num-
ber of errors which came to light. Those students who used the first
edition will welcome this second edition with its revised, amplified
and additional tables. Deeply in debt to Dr. Armstrong, as we already
are, we are now in greater debt than ever.

James J. Talman

20



Preface to The First Edition

The following tables are intended to be useful rather than definitive;
hopefully they will stimulate still further research and bring in ad-
ditional data. An extended illness has prevented the writer from ex-
amining certain documents in other cities as he would have wished,
but he believes that the major sources have been consulted. All sug-
gestions for amplifications, further tables, additional sources of in-
formation and corrections of fact will be most welcome.

Miss Julia Jarvis has been good enough to let me use the material
she and Miss Alison Ewart prepared on the Family Compact which
appeared in the Canadian Historical Review for 1926. The Royal So-
ciety of Canada, Ottawa, have given kind permission for me to use
W.W. Campbell’s work on the Legislative Assembly which appeared
in their 1911 Transactions, and the Royal Historical Society and Dr.
Edmund Fryde have allowed me to copy sections of some tables in the
new edition The Handbook of British Chronology.

The Centennial Commission provided a research grant to enable
me to free time for this work, and Dean Robert N. Shervill of Middlesex
College and Dean John G. Rowe of Talbot College made additional
funds available for research assistance and other needs. Professor
James J. Talman, Librarian of the University of Western Ontario, not
only arranged publication by the Library as their 1967 Centennial
project; but also he has always given me the benefit of his advice based
on so many years of writing and teaching Ontario history.

Many other individuals were of great assistance; the late Dr. Fred
Landon, Miss Edith G. Firth, Keeper for the Manuscripts at the To-
ronto Public Libraries, Professor J.M.S. Careless, former Chairman
of the Department of History at the University of Toronto, Professor
Graeme Patterson, and my colleagues, Professors F.A. Dreyer, A M.J.
Hyatt and P.F. Neary, all read parts of the manuscript and made
many useful emendations. Helpful suggestions have also been made
by Professor C.F.J. Whebell of the UWO Department of Geography,
the late Rev. John L.H. Henderson of Huron College, Professor J.
Donald Wilson, The University of British Columbia, Professor
M. Zaslow, and Mr. Edward C.H. Phelps of this University, Dr. W.L
Smith of the Public Archives of Ottawa, Mr. Daniel J. Brock, of London
and my research assistants, Mr. Gary J. Phillips and Mr. John L.
Henderson Jr.

Municipal officials were most considerate with their time and
assistance, including the clerks of Belleville, Brockville, Cobourg,
Dundas, Kingston, Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ottawa, Picton, Port Hope,
Prescott, and St. Catharines. The city clerk of Hamilton went to
particular trouble to obtain information from the early manuscript
records. Assistance was also obtained from the Hamilton Public Library
and the editor of the Picton Gazette.
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